
Khrushchev and Stalin, May 1, 1932. 



KHRUSHCHEV REMEMBERS. With an Introduc 
tion. Commentary and Notes by Edward Crankshaw. 
Translated and Edited by Strobe Talbott. 

. . . (Little, Brown; 639 pp.; illustrated; $10) '■ 

Reviewed by Stephen S. Rosenfeld 

A former Moscow correspondent for The Washington 
Post, the reviewer is now a member of the editorial page 



Books 




It needs to ’ be said first 
about Khrushchev Remem- 
bers, Nikita’s own marvel- 
ously juicy and revealing 
story, that it is in fact his 
story. Any lingering doubt 
that L had about its authen- 
ticity was utterly dissipated 
by his report oh his first 
trip to Moscow— made at age ' 
31, by the way. This bump- 
kin from the Ukraine, who 
was later, of course; to run 
the whole; countiy,, to be 
“the Kremlin,” couldn’t find 
H: “The first morning after 
we got to Moscow [for a 
Party Congress] I tried to 
take a' ' streetcar ' to the 
Kremlin, but L didn’t know 
which number to take and 
ended up, getting; lost.” . His 
foUowup, however, was beau- 
tiful: “From then on T woke 
up early ■'and -walked to the 
Kremlin. , Ittook longery but 
at least I'leam^ my’ way 
around, i even skipped break- 
fast in order to be sure of ar- 
riving in time to .get a good 
seat.” That little anecdote, 
I submit, entirely obviates 
any further requirement to 
measure the credentials of 
the book. ■ y'.' :-, . } y ■■., V ? ■ 
It is apparently,' made ui> 

of spliced tapesTT-just why 
Life, which first published 
excerpts, and Little, Bro-wn 
do not tell: more about this 
process is mystifying and ir- 
ritating. Occasional refer- 
ences to an' anticipated audi- 
ence make ' ejtplfcit the im-' 
peicit purpose of any me- 



D’Artagnan and St. Francis of Assisi were all 
played by me” 



morist— the desire to tell his 
side of the story. Through- 
out the book, you keep ask- 
ing' what part of the omis- 
sions is due to Khrushchev’s 
o-wn narrowness of outlook 
and self-serving discretion 
(“I’ve always found,” he says 
about Soviet marshals, “that 
you can't expect an o’ojec- 
tive analysis of a battle 
from someone who acutaUy 
took part in it”), and what 
part of the omissions is due 
to the KGBnicks who seem to 
have supervised the dis- 



patch of the tapes to the 
West. _ ' ' 

The answer is never clear 
but my own sense of it is 
-that Khrushchev did most of 
his own censoring. More im- 
portantly, the reader is not 
nagged by a suspicion that 
this is a heavily censored 
book. It tells enough, and 
the idiom is fresh enough, to 
stand on its own. 

' The great seeming paira- 
doz of Khruschev’s life has 
always been how one of Sta- 
lin’s undeniably bloody- 



handed apparatchiks could 
become, after the tyrant’s 
death in 1953, a man so cou- 
rageous and humane that he 
dared expose Stalin’s 
crimes, first and foremost in 
. his “Secret Speech” to a 
Party Congress In 1956. (In 
•this book, IChrushchev for 
the first time acknowledges 
that speech.) 

; It should be noted that 
the memorirs, issued from 
the enforced tranquillity of 

See BOOKS. CJ, Cel. 4 
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